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STATE FOR NEA 

USIA FOR ASST DIRECTOR NALT.F. AND ASST DIRECTOR 
SCHNEIDMAN FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: 

SUBJECT: CASABLANCA TRADE FAIR 

SUMMARY: IN LIGHT OF THE POLITICAL/PSYCHOLOGICAL 
IMPORTANCE OF INCLUDING A SUITABLE USIS EXHIBIT IN 
1977 CASABLANCA TRADE FAIR, THE EMBASSY SEEKS SPECIAL 
WASHINGTON SUPPORT. END SUMMARY. 

1 . 1 WISH TO EMPHASIZE THE PRIORITY IMPORTANCE I 
ATTACH TO FIELDING A SUITABLE USIS EXHIBIT AS A KEY 
PART OF THE BIENNIAL CASABLANCA TRADE FAIR SCHEDULED 
FOR APRIL 28 - MAY 15, 1977. 

2.THE DEPARTMENT AND USIA WILL RECALL THE SUCCESS 
OF THE US PAVILION IN THE 1975 AND THE EXCEPTIONAL PUBLIC 
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AFFAIRS DIVIDENDS USIA'S "WILD WEST" EXHIBIT PAID 
WITHIN THE LARGER CONTEXT OF US ECONOMIC/COMMERCIAL 
INTERESTS. IMPORTANT TWO YEARS AGO, A USIS EXHIBIT IS 
EVEN MORE SO NOW, GIVEN A) THE GROWING COMMERCIAL AND 
INVESTMENT SIGNIFICANCE OF MOROCCO FOR THE US; 

B) THE DOMINANT ROLE CASABLANCA, AS THE LARGEST MOROCCAN 
CITY, PLAYS IN THE NATIONAL ECONOMY.WITH INCREASING 
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RELEVANCE IN CULTURAL, ACADEMIC, AND MEDIA SECTORS 
AS WELL; AND C) THE INCREASING CLOSENESS OF US- 
MOROCCAN POLITICAL RELATIONS. THIS LAST CONSIDERATION 
IS PARTICULARLY PERTINENT TO THE USIS EXHIBIT, WHOSE 
PRIME OBJECTIVE WOULD, IN FACT, BE TO BUILD ON THE 
PSYCHOLOGICAL MOMENTUM OF THE US-MOROCCAN RELATIONSHIP, 
REACHING NOT ONLY MASS AUDIENCES IN GREATER 
CASABLANCA BUT ALSO - AND PRIMARILY - SPECIALIZED 
TARGET GROUPS ALONG LINES OF MAJOR EXHIBIT PROJECTS 
IN EASTERN EUROPE AND USSR. 

3. CPAO RENTSCHLER HAS DISCUSSED WITH ME HIS LATE 
DECEMBER CONSULTATIONS WITH USIA EXHIBIT PERSONNEL. I 
WARMLY APPRECIATE AGENCY RESPONSIVENESS THAT OCCASION 
AND CONCUR WITH THE CONCEPT OF A "TRIAD" COMBINING 
ELEMENTS OF TWO PRESENTLY EXISTING EXHIBIT PROJECTS, 
TOGETHER WITH LOCAL MATERIAL. THESE COULD ALL BE 
LOOSELY MELDED UNDER A SINGLE THEME SUCH AS "200 YEARS 
OF US-MOROCCAN FRIENDSHIP" (THOUGH US BICENTENNIAL 
YEAR IS NOW OF COURSE BEHIND US, WE SEE 1977 AS A 
SPECIAL DATE IN OUR RELATIONS WITH MOROCCO AND WILL 

BE EXPLOITING THIS AS A YEAR-LONG PROGRAMMING PEG IN 
ORDER TO COMMEMORATE A "BILATERAL BICENTENNIAL" WHICH 
DATES FROM 1977, THE YEAR MOROCCO FIRST RECOGNIZED 
THE INFANT US REPUBLIC). 

4. TO SUPPORT THE EXHIBIT GOALS I HAVE IN MIND, I 
BELIEVE WE MUST COUNT ON THE SERVICES OF A QUALIFIED 
ICS EXPERT TO DEVISE A PROPER ESTHETIC CONCEPT AND 
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SUPERVISE ASSEMBLAGE ON THE EXHIBIT SITE (WE HAVE 
CANVASSED THE LOCAL COMMUNITY AND RELUCTANTLY CONCLUDE 
THAT INDIGENOUS TALENT FOR THIS PURPOSE IS NOT AVAILABLE). 
GIVEN THE POLITICAL/PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE 
CASABLANCA FAIR IT IS EQUALLY ESSENTIAL IN MY VIEW 
THAT EXHIBIT QUALIFY FOR FUNDING SUPPORT FROM SIE 
SOURCES. 

5. WE ARE POUCHING VARIOUS DOCUMENTS OF A HISTORICAL 
NATURE TO USIA/ICS WHICH WE BELIEVE CAN BE USED AS 
WALL PANELS IF PHOTOGRAPHICALLY ENLARGED; ENDEAVORING 
AT THE SAME TIME TO LOCATE ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTARY 
MATERIAL AND ARTIFACTS SUITABLE FOR INCLUSION. MEANWHILE, 

I WELCOME EARLY REACTIONS FROM THE DEPARTMENT 

AND USIA AND ASSURANCES ABOUT THE MAGNITUDE OF 
WASHINGTON SUPPORT WE MIGHT ANTICIPATE. I HAVE DESIGNATED 
CASABLANCA BPAO MASON AS PROJECT OFFICER FOR 
THE USIS PORTION OF THE US PARTICIPATION AND 
REQUEST THAT COPIES OF ALL RELEVANT COMMUNICATIONS 
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ALSO BE SLUGGED FOR HIM AT CONSULATE GENERAL IN 
CASABLANCA. 

ANDERSON 
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